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Message from
District Governor Dana Brewer
must wear masks and practice social distancing. New studies show
Our Time is Now – Rotarians
that proper use of double masking
Our World Needs Us!
is substantially more effective than
a single mask. Whatever masking
The Pandemic has reached a
critical point at which a great
is used, keep it above your nose,
so that it protects the air you are
deal of good can be done, if the
needed things are made to happen. The breathing. If you social distance from
everyone except those you live with, you
anti-Covid vaccines are highly effective
will not expose those who have comprobut increased production is necessary.
mised immune systems or who live with
That is happening with additional drug
those who do. We would not knowingly
manufacturers stepping up to manufacexpose others to a “common” cold or
ture the successful vaccines developed
by Moderna, Pfizer as well as Johnson & “regular” flu, and Covid Kills!
Johnson. President Biden may well inAs Clubs and as a District, we can do
voke the
Defense Act to require
much, much more. We can work together
even more manufacturers to join in, as
with local medical and Health Department
Ford and others did with PPE. The Cenpersonnel to put together local sources of
ter for Disease Control just announced
public information about Covid, local efthat the vaccines are just as safe as was
forts to control it, including any mandates
projected by their drug trials.
in effect, the qualifications, process and
The vaccine rollout is not going as well as timeline for getting vaccines, their effectiveness and the side effects which show
it should, largely due to every State and
the positive response of our immunes
every County having been left to implement their own individual plans. Although systems. DGE Fred Heismeyer is headone size fits all was probably not a better ing up our District’s Task Force to help
Clubs put together those local public inanswer, we don’t seem to see much in
formation programs.
the way of standardized processes and
best practices, being shared and impleDistrict Trainer DeAnn Sullivan is rolling
mented.
out a public awareness campaign involving [insert picture with 2 smiley faces
Despite those challenges, vaccines will
wearing masks], strategically deployed
become more and more available and
and moved, around each Club’s commuRotarians surely are willing to help, to
save the lives of our family members and nity (think in front of Hospital, Health Department, Medical Clinics, Court House,
neighbors. How can we be most effecSchools, etc.). Plain Smileys included
tive? First we must do the obvious. We

Dear Fellow Rotarians,

Membership Report
@ 12/31/20
Invite to Veteran’s Memorial
Mural Dedication
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DG Dana Brewer (cont’d)
can be used to cheer up a fellow Rotarian who is ill or
homebound, for fund raisers or to mark Rotary events.

The final and very possibly most important piece of our
Vaccinations for Our Neighbors Project, is YOU! You, as
a leader of your community, a respected friend and neighThe next prong of our attack in the WAC “War Against
bor who is known for caring about the wellbeing of other
Covid” is to run public service spots on media such as
people, have a great deal of influence. What better way to
radio, television, newspapers, social media, billboards and
share that influence, than to help your neighbors protect
business signs, both locally and Districtwide. Public radio
themselves and all of us, from the most dread disease of
stations KMUW (Wichita), Radio Kansas (Hutchinson),
our lifetimes? Equip yourself with the information you
High Plains Radio (Garden City) and KPR (Lawrence) are
need and keep sharing it, until we
helping our District and District 5710 (Eastern Kansas)
win the WAC!
develop such public information and awareness spots to
cover virtually all of Kansas and Northern Oklahoma.
Dana Brewer
Those messages tell that vaccines save lives and encourDistrict Governor, 2020-21
age people to join Rotarians in getting vaccinated, to proDistrict 5680
tect themselves and the people they love and care about.

PDG David Yoder—New Clubs Champion in D5680
David Yoder, Past District Governor of District 5690 in
2015-2016 , has volunteered to serve as New Clubs
Champion for our District. In that position he will be working with the District Leadership Team, existing Clubs interested in helping to start a new Rotary Club, or groups of
individual Rotarians and non-Rotarians wanting to start a
Club. Such Clubs could be the regular Club structure we
are already used to or could be “cause based” or online
Clubs. Cause based Rotary Clubs are formed by people
interested in supporting a particular cause, such as
fighting poverty or literacy, providing clean water, limiting
diseases, stopping human trafficking, improving the envi-

ronment, etc.. Online or E Clubs usually only meet virtually, opening up membership to folks from far and near, perhaps even around the world.
Our District has one E Club, of which PDG of 5670, Keith
Hooper, is President. District 5710 (Eastern Kansas) has
started a cause-based Club organized around combatting
Human Trafficking.
David is an attorney, who lives with his wife Lori in
Newton, recently retired as Harvey County Attorney, after
over 19 years of service. He is an active member of the
Newton Rotary Club.

Are you using the correct Rotary Logo?
Are you using the correct Rotary Logo? Do you
know what font is preferred
for all Rotary communication?
As brand ambassadors, we must adhere to the Rotary
brand standards in order to strengthen our recognizability and unity.
Please always check and be sure that Rotary branding
is used in a correct and consistent way while sharing
materials on your web page, Facebook, and other platforms / communication channels.
Keep in mind that even good intentions are watering
down Rotary brand if not used correctly.
Refresh your knowledge by taking “Our Logo: Representing Rotary” course at Rotary Learning Center (See the link
below or click here. You must sign into “My Rotary” to access the link.)
Our Logo: Representing Rotary: https://my.rotary.org/learn?deep-link=https%3A//learn.rotary.org/members/learn/
course/internal/view/elearning/1102/our-logo-representing-rotary
Why you should care about Rotary branding
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New Peace Center—Our first in Africa
KAMPALA, Uganda (9 January 2020) - From human
rights violations to the impacts of climate change, Rotary
and Makerere University are offering a postgraduate certificate program to peace and development leaders who
are from or who have worked in Africa to address the underlying challenges to peace in the region.

solutions that are of particular relevance throughout the
African continent and beyond. Hands-on experience will
complement coursework that addresses topics including
human rights, governance, and the role of the media in
conflict. Other studies will focus on refugees and migration, as well as resource and identity-based conflicts.

The year-long program in Peacebuilding, Conflict Transformation and Development will emphasize issues and

Learn more here.

COVID-19—Rotary Has a Role to Play
•

•

•

Utilize Rotary’s knowledge of vaccine safety and efficacy based on our polio eradication experience to
conduct vaccination education and communication
outreach in your communities. This will need to be
tailored to local contexts to address unique cultural
and regional needs. Your leadership will be critical in
crafting the appropriate messages and strategies.

you learn of work being done in your area, please encourage clubs to add to the more than 3,000 projects already
registered on Rotary Showcase (please log in to My Rotary first, and navigate to Rotary Showcase). We would like
to know about them.

Partner at the local level with governments, corporations, and foundations to support Rotary activities at
the country level.

COVID-19 pandemic, to care for our communities, and to
prepare Rotarians for the work ahead.

We have one final call to action: Help us combat the powerful, growing force of vaccine resistance and misinformation. Our advocacy in our communities will be critical —
Engage, where appropriate, with our current polio
eradication partners WHO and UNICEF at the country we need to spread the message about the power of vaclevel to offer Rotary’s support to COVID-19 response cines to save lives.
activities, including vaccination efforts.
Working together, we have done so much to adapt to the

Through hundreds of global grants and projects, Rotary
members have demonstrated what we can accomplish to
raise awareness, deliver critical personal protection equipment, and provide support for frontline health workers. As
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We do this for ourselves and for future generations. We
do this as part of our obligation to support our world as it
faces the most significant challenge of this generation.

•

Here is a 36-second “Thank You” video from The Rotary Foundation (TRF) that could be shown at a club
meeting to thank your donors and encourage others
to contribute to TRF.

•

The 2019-20 Annual Report of Rotary International
and The Rotary Foundation is now available here. It
highlights the innovative ways we are keeping the
Rotary spirit alive during these challenging times.
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Why you should care
about Rotary Branding

Rotary & Covid Vaccination
Given our track record of fighting for a polio-free world, Rotary has much to offer the effort to stop COVID-19. Clubs
are encouraged to use the collective knowledge of vaccine
safety and efficacy we have gained through our polio eradication experience to support vaccination education and outreach in your communities. Clubs are also encouraged to
engage with our current polio eradication partners WHO
and UNICEF at the country level where applicable to offer
Rotary’s support to COVID-19 response activities, and to
partner at the local level with health departments and other
agencies. Let the Rotary world know what your club or district is doing to support COVID-19 vaccine introduction efforts. Please share your efforts and projects on Rotary
Showcase.

Human Trafficking Rotary Club
A new cause-based
Rotary Club has been
organized in District
5710 (NE Kansas area).

It might seem like a small thing, but a logo that isn’t used
properly can create confusion and mistrust. We always
want to use Rotary’s logos consistently and properly to
maintain a global Rotary brand that members, donors,
and the public can trust. Over the next year, we plan to
talk much more about branding. In the first of a series of
Rotary Voices blog posts on this topic, Rotary’s brand
specialist, Liz Thiam, explains why clubs should use the
Rotary logo correctly in their communities and how they
can do that.

Nominating Committee News
All clubs received notification in November that the Nominating Committee was accepting nominations for District
Governor 2023-2024; The deadline for receiving nominations was January 15, 2021 and the committee is now in
the process of interviewing and selecting our 2023-24 District Governor.
Stay tuned for the announcement from the committee!

“The Community Action Against Human
Trafficking Rotary
club was born in a
time of social distancing. It is a virtual
cause-based rotary club committed to bringing freedom to
victims of Human Trafficking. We are open to prospective
members world-wide.”
If you or someone you know is interested in joining this
new virtual club, visit their Facebook page at https://
www.facebook.com/CAAHTRotary.

Dictionary Distribution during COVID
The Rotary Club of Newton: Newton Rotary is not able
to deliver 3rd grade dictionaries in person this year so we
are having the teachers play this video for their students
when they receive their dictionary. It’s a cool video!I
Scripted by PDG Rod Kreie and hosted by Newton president Chris Conrade, enjoy this 2.5 minute video: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=BCuMyQ31lo8&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR3Rwb_r
mkp8WyJTj7EhSdQ9cS1tfcXPmt4qZkxHpSh9D5GXNl6x
B8DdEC4

RYLA Scholarships

PETS Virtual Sessions
Sunday, Feb 21 7:00p – 8:30p
Sunday, Mar 7 7:00p – 8:30p
Sunday, Mar 21 7:00p – 8:30p
Friday, Mar 26 4:30p – 7:00p
Saturday, Mar 27 8:00a – 12:00p

District Leadership has approved
$200 scholarships for RYLA.
First Come—First Served! Limited to 37 clubs.
For more information, contact District RYLA Chair,
Dean Kennedy at
dean.kennedy@communitynational.net

Upcoming Events
March 25-27, 2021
PETS
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District Conference
Wichita Marriott

WWW.ROTARY5680.ORG

January 2021

Page 5

SMILE!
Every club that wants to receive a set of “Smiley Faces”
and promotional Rotary signs will soon receive theirs!
As part of D5680’s “Rotary Responds” efforts, and with
the assistance of a grant from the Kansas Leadership
Center (KLC), participating clubs can spread smiles their
community. Clubs will receive a “kit” that contains 10
round “Smiley” signs with the Rotary emblem on one side
and a smile on the other. Two rectangular signs are included: one for promotion of Rotary and the other to promote Covid vaccinations. In addition two Rotary masks
are included to mask up two of the smiley signs.
There are many reasons and ways to use the signs:
•

Promote vaccine awareness until no longer needed

•

Surprise members with life events (new baby, birthday, anniversary etc.)

•

Stay in touch with Rotarians missing our meetings

•

First responders thank you

•

Fundraising - members pay to have put in other yards

•

Project awareness - surround your project with smiles

Watch for your kit and more information—thanks to Trainer DeAnn Sullivan for her coordination of this great project—which will last long after our lives revolve around
Covid-19.
Why are we doing this project? Because Rotarians are
People of Action!
For 35 years Rotary has been vaccinating children around
the world to protect them from polio. 2.5 billion of them to
be exact. Rotarians know that vaccines are important and
that vaccines save lives. This is our opportunity to show
support for those undertaking the historic effort to vaccinate millions of people in short amount of time.

Did You Know?

Need a gift or fundraiser?
“The Waterman” aka George Lewis
visited our district a few years ago
and was instrumental in involving
clubs in D5680 in water projects
around the world. He is now offering
his paintings as fundraisers for additional water projects. His paintings
are often used as club gifts or club
auctions to raise money for any club project. Click here to learn
more.
Purchasers of The Waterman’s paintings receive Paul Harris
Credit to their Rotary Foundation account for a portion of what
they pay for the painting. He personally paints these items.
Please consider subscribing to his newsletter (no cost) and
maybe buying a painting for your local fundraiser! He is also
available for a club program. Contact
him via email by clicking here.
The art shown titled, “Horse Race”
and “Paris” are oil on canvas, 11”x14”
$150.00. Many, many more are available at the above link.
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•

The first episode of “My Rotary Story” featuring DGN Fred Heismeyer on Youtube!
https://youtu.be/6fphKw-IXKY Watch for
future episodes as Isaac McNary, a member
of the RC El Dorado plans to do a series of
them. The video will appear on our Facebook page and district website.

•

Rotary Responds—Listen for our public
service messages, if you get KMUW on the
radio (89.1 FM) or listen to it online at
kmuw.org. Here is the text of the Community Service Spot:
”The Rotary Clubs of Kansas and Oklahoma
are reminding everyone that vaccines save
lives, and are the best way to protect those
who are near and dear. Learn more at
KMUW’s COVID-19 resource page.”
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ments off and it brought a lot
of memories back, as well as
just good times that we’ve
had in the past,” he said.

Rotary Club Derby: Courtesy Derby Informer - Derby Rotary Club has now seen 40 years worth of meetings,
but their meeting on Friday was the first of its kind.
Rotary club members met Friday to celebrate the club’s
40th anniversary in the Derby Public Library’s parking lot,
straight from the comfort of their own vehicles. John
Bode, a Rotary member and employee at BRG Precision
Products, helped the club broadcast its meeting to members on a specific radio station, similar to a drive-in movie
theater.

McDonald said the group still
has some of its charter members, who helped establish
the club in 1981.

“For me, [Friday’s meeting] showed our resilience – that
you can’t keep any Rotarian down,” said McDonald, who
has been a member of the Rotary club for eight years. “As
“We just picked up on this idea and took off with it,” said
Rob McDonald, president of Derby Rotary Club since July for the longevity of our club, it is because of the leaders in
our community who have continued to stay with [us] and
2020. “We thought it was a wonderful, creative idea.”
also pass the torch to other leaders in our community.”
Since October, the Rotary club
has been meeting via Zoom, but McDonald estimated about 30 members attended the car
rally.
McDonald and other members
wanted to do something special
to mark four decades of activity.
The Rotary club also set up a
“drive-thru” food pickup, so
members could safely enjoy a meal during the meeting.
After handling the usual rotary meeting business, members competed in friendly games of bingo.
Prior to the meeting, McDonald sent out a questionnaire
to gather members’ favorite experiences and memories
throughout the club’s history. “I read a lot of those com-

After the meeting, members attached 40th anniversary
signs and balloons to their cars and led a parade through
town.
McDonald said the club is planning to host a car show as
part of its 40th anniversary celebration on April 10, with a
possible raincheck date on April 17. Proceeds from the
car show will benefit the club’s Feed-a-Hungry Child program, which helps cover meal costs for students in need
at Derby Schools.

The Rotary Club of Russell is partnering with Rus- You can watch and ask questions through the USD 407
sell Regional Hospital and
Russell County USD 407
to present a special online
question and answer forum on Tuesday, January
26 starting at 5:30 PM.
Dr. Tyrel Somers from
Russell Regional Hospital
will be joined by Rotary
Club members in this live event.
According to Russell Rotary Club member Kristen Windscheffel, "the goal is to provide education and information
from a local perspective regarding COVID-19 and the vaccinations available and provide the community with an
opportunity to ask questions. As community members, we
recognized there are still so many questions about COVID
-19 and now with the vaccine. So as Rotarians, we recognized this as an opportunity to serve our community."
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YouTube channel. A link will be posted here on
KRSL.com along with Russell Rotary Club's Facebook
page and usd407.org.

Update: In addition to the 65 viewers that watched the
event live, we have so far had an additional 248 people
view the recording on YouTube. It was also on Facebook
Live, but I’m not sure how many people watched it
through that platform.
Note from DG Dana
This is a great example of a Rotary Club in our KanOk
District 5680, taking on the Covid challenges to overcome misinformation the disease and now the vaccines
and encouraging vaccination.
Help your Club and Community by participating in putting together and sharing accurate information and positive messages, to help protect the people we love from
the too often horrible effects of this dread disease!
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Rotary Club Clay Center: A Mural Movement is underway in Clay Center! The mission of the organization is to continue to
beautify Clay Center, enticing travelers to
stop in our community and explore local
businesses and attractions. This project initially began as
a local Rotary project and then formed a community committee of Brett Hubka, David Borgerding, Maria Pfizenmaier, Jacob Lohrmeyer, Tracy Lebo,Michelle Gillard,
and Shannon Stark. The committee has had community
involvement from students, local businesses and area
artists.
Following a successful Match
Day fundraising campaign, A
Mural Movement has made
steady progress. With the
generous support of local
community members and donors, we are happy toannounce the installation of
three completed projects in Clay Center:

Movement. Sponsor levels have been established and are as follows: Da Vinci:
$5,000, Van Gough: $1,000, Michelangelo:
$500, Picasso: $100.Donors that meet the
sponsorship levels will be publicly recognized on the Courthouse Square at the site of the Wardcraft Home Store at 531 Court Street. Tax deductible donations may be made through the Clay Center Community Improvement Foundation online at
www.ClayCenterCIF.org or mailed to Thurlow& Associates at 432 Court Street, Clay Center, KS 67432.
Read a story from The Mercury about this wonderful project with these quotes from Clay Center Rotary President,
Brett Hubka:
“What was once a one-time project has taken on a life of
its own, Hubka said. Other building owners and the city of
Clay Center have since expressed interest in participating
in the mural movement. As long as the organization has
the funds and there are open walls, he said they are interested in continuing the project.”

“It’s pretty wild how it’s snowballed, way more so than I
would have suspected, but it’s a really good thing though,”
Hubka said. “We’ve had a few community members say,
‘Let’s become known as a mural town, because all towns
are kind of known for something. Maybe someday when
A community mural was painted during Piotique and is
people think of Clay Center, they think about this project.
currently displayed in a lot downtown. The largest mural Who knows?”
is in the fundraising, planning, and design stage. This mu- Clay Center mural series looks to attract attention, visitors
to city | Local News | themercury.com
ral will go on the wall of the Wardcraft Home Store.
The first two have been fully funded and completed on
schedule. The Veterans Mural is the latest to be installed.
This mural depicts the flag raising at Iwo Jima and includes a real flag and pole installed within the mural.

Donations will help cover the artist’s work, travel, room
and board, materials, and surface preparation for the various projects. Commemorate your family, friends, teachers, and frontline workers by participating in A Mural

Note—See invitation on last page of this newsletter for the
Freedom Mural Dedication: Tuesday, Feb. 23rd – Also
the 75th anniversary of the US Marines raising the flag
atop Mount Suribachi on Iwo Jima.

Rotary Club Old Town Wichita: The
Old Town Club of Wichita inducted 5
new members on Nov. 23, 2020. We
increased our club membership by
62% and gained 5 great people who
have already engaged in Service Above Self. We had a
virtual ceremony with a slide show of the activities the new
members engaged in and had them open new member
packets that had been delivered to them previously. We
were fortunate to have a host of District dignitaries join us
including DG Dana Brewer, PDG Kurt Harper, DGE Fred
Heismeyer, DGN Ivanhoe Love, Treasurer Kent Erb, and
PDG Geri Appel.

Rotary Club Old Town Wichita found
a way to stay engaged in service with a
project celebrating our 10th Anniversary.
We built, installed, and supplied the first
load of food for a little pantry that the
Kansas Children’s Service League requested help with. It took several trips
to member Greg Soelter’s well-equipped home shop, but
most club members were able to help out with this project.
Reports are that it is being used frequently. If you’re interested in donating, the pantry is located on the KCSL property in Wichita. Members Greg Soelter, Patrick O’Brien,
and Amy Lash Esau show off the new little pantry.
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Rotary Club W Sedgwick Co. Sunrise: Three organizations received $250 each from Holiday Raffle Funds:
Kansas Children’s League for families they serve; St.
Francis Ministries for children in foster care; TOPS low
income children to receive gifts.

Rotary Club Washington: Our Festival of Trees was
completely revamped due to Covid-19 and we are very
proud of the results. The event was held virtually via
Facebook and we sold entrée and dessert baskets and
had an online auction with lively bidding. We raised more
money than last year!
Live Auction
Team

Rotary Club W Wichita:
Our Christmas grocery
shopping crew met at Dillon’s on Saturday, December 19, to purchase groceries then deliver the groceries and gifts (purchased by our
members) to the selected needy families from Lawrence
and Benton Elementary
schools.
Our club now has reusable
Rotary Grocery Bags to use
when our club delivers groceries for our Monthly Grocery project as well as our
Holiday groceries. Each bag
carries 30 pounds and is made of synthetic plastics.

Rotary Club Washington: Our club president,
Judge Paul Monty, retired after 13 years of being a
judge. He share these thoughts with our club:
Live Auction Items being displayed

“Since I have only one more day of serving the judi-

Dessert Bags
ready for delivery

ciary, I hope you will indulge me this one time to
express my opinion about the judicial branch of our
government. I have always taken great pride in being a lawyer and the last 13 years being a judge. In
my opinion the judiciary is the most important
branch of our government. The Constitution is a
wonderful document, but if the law was not enforced, what good would it be? There are many
countries with great constitutions, but they mean
very little unless there is a judiciary to see that they
are enforced. History clearly shows how important
an independent judiciary is. The law must be enforced no matter what the executive or legislative
branch thinks. Constitutions mean little if the law is
not equally and consistently enforced. We have witnessed in our own country recently mob rule, but
the judiciary has stood strong. We have a country
ruled by the law. We don’t have Trump judges,
Obama judges or Bush judges. We have judges
committed to the rule of law. This we have seen and
should be most proud of, I am. “

Something to Brighten Up Your Day
Kids remote learning during a polio outbreak in the
1940s.
Teachers read lessons over the radio.

Humans are adaptable
creatures. It seems that
the shift to remote learning we’re seeing now is
not the first time it has
happened in history!

Note from DG Dana: Remember to finish your End Polio
Now donations for multiplied Matches from The Rotary
Foundation World Fund and the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation. Your $100 gift becomes $600 and helps
qualify your Club for a $100 Match from District Governor
Dana Brewer and Governess Tina!”
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District 5680

www.rotary5680.org
This is your newsletter!
Send your articles and
club information to:

PDG Geri Appel, Editor
Phone: 316-841-2592
appelg@kenlerman.com

2020-21 RI President
Holger Knaack
Hersogtum LauenburgMölln Germany

Rotary International Convention
Taipei, Taiwan—VIRTUAL
June 12-16, 2021
www.rotary.org/convention
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Calling all Veterans
Knowing that we have many Rotarians who are
veterans, the Rotary Club of Clay Center invites
you to the Veterans Mural Dedication on Tuesday,
February 23, the 76th anniversary of the flag
raising on Iwo Jima.

We are excited to start this new
year with great news: The Rotary
Foundation has been honored with
Charity Navigator's Four Star rating
for the 13th year in a row.
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