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Dear District Rotarians,
The year is winding down. Have
you had a great year? If you
have that is wonderful. If you
haven’t, there is still time to finish your Rotary year strong.
Where are you at on your Club’s
membership, Club projects and
giving to the Rotary Foundation? You still
have time to change every one of these
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Membership: Look at where you started
and where you’re at today. Your Rotary
Club can change that number. The Rotary
website has great tools for you to use. Go
through the membership section and see
which tools will work for your Club. Use
their tools and ideas to change your Club’s
total for the year. https://my.rotary.org/en/
learning-reference/learn-topic/membership
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Club Projects: Do you have a project to
complete or report the completion? Like
the ads say “Get It Done” or “Just Do It”.
The report for the DDF projects can be
found at the website below. https://
www.rotary5690.org/SitePage/districtgrants
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The final item I want you look at is
where is your Club on reaching
the Presidential Citation? You are
probably closer than you realize. Look at
what you have done for the year and get it
reported. Then look at what needs to be
added or completed and get to work. You
do have time to reach and achieve this
goal. https://my.rotary.org/en/news-media/
office-president/rotary-citation
Enjoy your last 6 weeks of the year and
“Be the Inspiration.”
Yours in Rotary,

Sterling Hall
2018-19 District Governor 5690
Rotary Club of Sublette

The Rotary Foundation: It’s time to think
about you and your Club’s final giving.
What were the goals you set? Have they
been reached? Go to the Foundation web-

Page ............... 10-11
Invitation & Registration
to join us in Dodge City
Celebrating new D5680
on June 29, 2019

Join us in Dodge City on June 29 to
celebrate the merge of District 5670 &
5690!
Meet Rotarians from our new district
and share interesting anecdotes about
our old districts.
Information & Registration Form at the
end of the newsletter

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
May 29-June 2, 2019

June 29, 2019

RYLA—Southwestern College Merger Celebration
Winfield, KS
Dodge City, KS (see pg. 10)

June 1-5, 2019

Rotary Intl. Convention
Hamburg, Germany
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July 12-13, 2019

District Leadership Institute
Kansas City, MO
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Sept. 24-29, 2019
Zone Institute

Overland Park, KS

Oct. 11-13, 2019
D5680 District Conference
Wichita, KS
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Message from 5670 District Governor Andrea Krauss
Here we are… nearing the end of another Rotary year. Now is the time to be
finishing up those last few projects and
details before the changeover in club
leadership on July 1.
How is your club doing in its progress
towards the Rotary Citation? Remember that in order to achieve the Citation,
your club has to meet only three of the six goals in each of
the areas of: 1) Support and Strengthen, 2) Humanitarian
Service, 3) Public Image and Awareness. Most of your
clubs have probably already met three of the goals in each
area. You just have to report it! Go to https://
my.rotary.org/ to enter your club’s results.
Where does your club stand on per capita giving to The
Rotary Foundation? Have you reached EREY giving status of $100 per capita to the Annual Fund? If not, there is
still time. Remember that one-half of your club’s contributions to the Annual Fund will come back to our district

three years from now. This is how we fund our district
grants. Your club must make a contribution to the Rotary
Foundation Annual Fund this year in order to be eligible
for a district grant next year.
How is your club coming on completing your current year
projects? Remember that if you received a district grant
for your project, a final report must be submitted. The final
report form can be found at https://
www.rotarydistrict5670.org/page/district-grants.
There is only about a month and a half left in the Rotary
year, but there is still plenty of time left for your club to
finish out the year strong. Let’s make the last year of District 5670 the best year ever!
Be the Inspiration!

Andrea Krug Krauss,
2018-19 DG 5670
Rotary Club of Russell

FREE *** LEADERSHIP TRAINING OPPORTUNITY *** FREE
Our friends in Rotary District 5710 (NE Kansas) have invited us to join in leadership training through The Kansas
Leadership Center. This is the second year D5710 has
received a training grant from KLC. This year, they have
some spots available and offered to share those with
D5670/5690. District 5710 is offering those slots to Rotarians on a first come basis.

To learn more :
 Log in to kansasleadershipcenter.org
 Click on the white JOIN US box
 Choose Your Leadership Edge and click on the Blue
Learn box.
To register a participant will need:
 a downloadable picture
 a Biography (Up to 200 words) and
 the remittance code ROTARY2019

The courses still available are Your Leadership Edge
and Equip to Lead (Your Leadership Edge is a prerequisite). Tuition is free, the participant is responsible for the
cost of books and any travel expenses. Below are the
courses and dates (we believe the spots remaining are for Thanks to Neil Wakefield, D5710 Trainer, and other leadership of D5710 for sharing this leadership development
total participation, not just Rotary)
opportunity with our Districts!
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Attracting Younger Leaders to Rotary
How can Rotary clubs reach more young people? What role should young leaders play in a
club’s recruitment strategy? LaShonda Delivuk,
the 29-year-old president of the Rotary Club of
Lynchburg-Morning, Virginia, USA, definitely
knows something about younger leaders and
attracting young people to Rotary.

be present.” She has modeled this in her own life
by being transparent about how she leads her
club while keeping her Rotary responsibilities
manageable.
At this year’s International Assembly, LaShonda
took the stage to inspire the next class of district
governors to think in new ways about Rotary and
the balance members are searching for. The key, she
says, is “showing them you find their time to be valuable.
If you can make Rotary worth someone’s time, not only
will we change Rotary, but we will change the world.”

When club leaders were asked recently about their biggest membership challenges, 31 percent said they struggle to motivate members to participate in club activities,
volunteer for service projects, and serve in leadership
roles. “There is this perception that you have to be perfect
Watch the video—it’s worth your TIME.
to be impactful in Rotary,” LaShonda says. “But perfection
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
doesn’t exist. And we certainly don’t need any ‘perfect’
v=DsFLuY8DpAI&feature=youtu.be
Rotarians. What we need is a group of service-minded
leaders who are willing to stand up as they are and simply
Source: RI Membership Minute 4/23/19

Holger Knaack to Serve as 2020-21 RI President
Holger Knaack, a member of the Rotary Club of Herzogtum LauenburgMölln, Germany, has been selected to
serve as president of Rotary International in 2020-21.

fers new public awareness possibilities for Rotary. “This
campaign conveys our global image while still respecting
differences in regions and cultures,” he says.
A Rotary member since 1992, Knaack has served Rotary
as treasurer, director, moderator, member and chair of
several committees, representative for the Council on
Legislation, zone coordinator, training leader, and district
governor.

The Nominating Committee’s decision
follows the resignation last month of
President-nominee Sushil Gupta due
to health reasons. Knaack will officially
He is an endowment/major gifts adviser and co-chair of
become president-nominee if no other candidates chalthe Host Organization Committee for the 2019 Rotary
lenge him by 31 May.
International Convention in Hamburg.
To build a stronger membership, Knaack says Rotary
Knaack is the CEO of Knaack KG, a real estate company.
must focus on increasing the number of female members
He was previously a partner and general manager of
and transitioning Rotaractors into Rotarians.
Knaack Enterprises, a 125-year-old family business.
Knaack believes that the People of Action campaign of-

Did You Know?


Want to test your Rotary knowledge? Need a resource
for new member orientation? Rotary Basics is now an
online course that introduces Rotary in an interactive,

multimedia format.
In this new Learning Center course, you can read
about members around the world, learn about our values and causes, watch videos, and deepen your understanding of Rotary. You can also take a quiz to test
your Rotary knowledge.
The course was designed for new members, but it’s
also a great refresher for other members or even an
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overview for nonmembers who want to know what
Rotary is all about.
Doing Good in the World Your year-end gift to Rotary’s Annual Fund supports projects that create lasting
change in your community and around the world. Donate to The Rotary Foundation today to help Rotarians
continue Doing Good in the World. https://
www.rotary.org/en/donate Do it NOW—the Rotary
year ends 6/30/19.
Did you miss the RYLA webinar? No problem! Here’s
the link to it: https://youtu.be/JTMzeUKnOd8
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District Leadership Institute
July 12-13, 2019

Open World Delegation from Russia
Visits Wichita Area

All are invited to attend the Zone 29 District Leadership
Institute on July 12-13,2019. The event will be held at the
Embassy Suites Hotel, KCI Airport.

A group of 5 Russian Librarians, together with their facilitator, Sergei, were hosted by The Rotary Club of West Wichita April 26 - May 3, 2019.

The Rotary Zone 29 District Leadership Institute (DLI) is
being held to support District Leaders in Zone 29 as they
begin their assignments for the 2019-2020 Rotary Year.
All current and future leaders are welcome to attend.
For more information
https://www.zones28-29.org/stories/zone-29-districtleadership-institute
District Leadership Institute
Zone 29—July 12-13, 2019
Embassy Suites Hotel, KCI Airport
www.kansascityairport.embassysuites.com
816-891-7788
740 NW Tiffany Springs Pkwy
Kansas City, MO 644153
Specific training for District Chairs in the areas of Membership, The Rotary Foundation, and Public Image will be
provided.
Questions or comments, contact Event Coordinators:
PDG Dian Edwards (dg5630.2012@gmail.com) or
PDG Dean Ryerson (dryerson@tds.net)
GENERAL AGENDA:
Friday, July 12, 2019, 11:30 am – 4:00 pm—$40
One Rotary Summit (ORS) Workshop
Facilitator: PDG Newell Krogmann, Planning Team Leader for One Rotary Summits
Friday, July 12, 2019, 6:00 - 8:00 pm—$45
Dinner - Keynote by Brian King, RI Membership Director
Saturday, July 13, 2019 - 8:00 am - 4:30 pm—$55
Institute Begins, Breakout sessions for Foundation, Membership & Public Image
Lunch is served

The group visited several Rotary Clubs.
Here, at the RC W
Wichita with President
Brian Goudie
Members of the team were:
Olga Perekhodtseva – The Russian State Children’s
Library
Darya Gerasimchuk - Kemerovo Regional Library for
Children and Young Adults
Yuliya Leushina - Murmansk Regional Library for Children and Young Adults
Yelena Izmaylova - Belgorod State Children’s Library
Marina Panasyuk - Samara Regional Children's Library
While in Wichita and Kansas, delegates collaborated on
best practices for Children in Local and State Libraries.
Delegates met Mayor Jeff Longwell as well as participated
in informational tours and presentations at the Advanced
Learning Library, The Fundamental Learning Center,
Heartspring, and traveled to Topeka to visit Topeka Shawnee County Library as well as the State of Kansas Library.
The delegation were hosted in the homes of Rotarians
from the West Wichita, East Wichita, Downtown Wichita
and Derby clubs.
An excellent article about their visit appeared in the Derby
Informer. Read it here:
http://www.derbyinformer.com/news/derby_news/russianderby-residents-connect-on-libraries/article_8e214d1070ec-11e9-babf-132399268b56.html?
utm_medium=social&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=u
ser-share

May is Youth Service Month
May is Rotary's Youth Service Month! During this special month, Rotarians and young members of
the Rotary family, including Rotaractors, Interactors, and RYLA and Rotary Youth Exchange participants, are encouraged to develop meaningful connections that last throughout the year.
Want to get more involved in but not sure how to start? Check out these ideas and share how you're
celebrating Youth Service Month!
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Leadership is “Service Above Self”
Just recently I was reading an article by Lou
Adler about critical soft skills and hiring. It
raised some interesting thoughts for leadership in Rotary. We talk about “finding” the
next president and how difficult it is to find
Rotarians to serve in club/district leadership. Perhaps we
are not approaching this in the right way. Perhaps we
should be offering a leadership position to those who want
a premier leadership opportunity.

As we enter the new Rotary year, a challenge to
incoming Presidents is to immediately begin
thinking about succession. Identify and begin to
recruit potential leaders for the 2020-21 year.
Seek out newer Rotarians to lead projects, serve
on committees and to be future board members. Finally,
spend time at your quarterly Club Assemblies discussing
the importance of engagement by all Rotarians and the
necessity to have strong, committed leaders guiding the
club to greater success.

Finding the right fit between the club’s needs and the talent of the candidate is essential for success of the club
and the leadership. As business/community leaders we
make these important matching decisions everyday as we
seek new employees and candidates for public positions.
Why do we not use these valuable skills in Rotary? Why
do some clubs leave the decision of future leadership to
the “you’re breathing” strategy? Why do Rotarians not
view leadership in our clubs as important as being a mem- Simply stated, “The ability to do the work in relation to fit
drives motivation and ultimately performance.”
ber of the City Council, Planning Board, School Board or
Director of a Department? This culture perplexes me!
So, what can we do?
 We can plan for succession.
 We can recruit for skills.
 We can educate on what benefits there are for being
a Rotarian leader.

P.S. Past Presidents, your challenge is to consider being involved at the District level. We need engaged, experienced Past Presidents for a variety of committees,
tasks and formal leadership positions. You can be part
of the historic beginning of District 5680.
DON’T WAIT TO BE ASKED - PLEASE CONSIDER
VOLUNTEERING!

 We can encourage Rotarians that the opportunity to
lead in a club is “Service Above Self”.

Column by Fred Heismeyer, District 5690 Trainer

Rotary Rendezvous in Great Bend
For 96 years, the Great
Bend Rotary Club has
been investing time, talent and financial resources in the Great
Bend community. On
Speaker Jim Krob (L) and
May 13, they continued
President Lee Musil (R) with
their celebration and sup2019 Junior Rotarians
port of our community’s
young people by honoring 16 Great Bend High School
seniors as Junior Rotarians.
The Junior Rotarian program connects to Rotary’s mission
by honoring students in their education endeavors. Club
members are encouraged to build friendships with these
young people and develop lifelong relationships.
The annual Rotary Rendezvous luncheon was also an
opportunity to award Rotary’s annual Junior Rotarian
Scholarships to recipients Alyssa Keller and Brandon
Popp.
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“The investment in our young people is a ‘pay it forward’
asset, said Mark Mingenback, Rotary club member and
event emcee. “Simply put, this investment insures the
success of our community because these outstanding
students will be the future leaders of our community, state
and nation.”
Guest Speaker, Jim Krob, former coach
at Ft. Hays State, delivered a humorous
and meaningful talk to the many young
people there while reminding the rest of
the audience of ways to live an honorable life.
Jim Krob
Speaker

In attendance were several prospective
members and Rotarians from the Ellinwood and Lyons clubs. DG Andrea Krauss and AG Catherine Strecker of District 5670 and PDG Geri Appel of District 5690 also spoke briefly.
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Rotary Club Wichita: DGE
Kurt Harper received the 20182019 Service Above Self
Award, our club’s highest
award. Kurt was club president 2008-09 and will serve as
the new District 5680 Governor
July 1, 2019—July 30, 2020. His involvement both in
Community and Vocational Service has been extensive.
In addition, he is fluent in Russian and lead a Group
Study Exchange team to Russia in 2012. He has been
invaluable in hosting Open World Program delegates
and translating documents etc, for the district. Most
recently, he has been the District 5690 representative
to the Russia-US Intercountry Committee, serving as
the president of the U.S. section in 2017-18.
Rotary Club Derby: Congratulations to Taylor Bauman, Crew Squires, Maci
Meitler and Brianna Reeves
(not pictured), 2019 recipients of the Derby Rotary
Club Scholarship. Pictured with Eric Gustafson, Derby
Rotary Club President.
Rotary Club Beloit: MaryJane Chapman accepts a $1,000 donation to the
Summer Kids Café from our Club
President, Kevin Mickey. Now in its
6th year, Kids Cafe is a community
funded program that was created to
provide no-cost, healthy lunches to
Beloit kids ages 0-18. Local adults
serve the meals and give informational programs.
Rotary Club Derby: We are
holding the annual city-wide garage sale this month. This was a
project our club agreed to do
when Derby Crime Stoppers
joined with Wichita Crime Stoppers.
Rotary Club W Wichita: David
Weber Extra Effort Awards for this
school year were presented at last
week’s meeting. Students from the
Interrelated class at Lawrence Elementary were this month’s recipients, shown here with their teachers.
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Rotary Club W Wichita: Mark Chamberlin received this year’s Service
Above Self Award, our club’s highest
honor. Mark is not only a charter
member of our club but has also been
a very dedicated, active member
throughout his membership. He is a
Paul Harris Fellow. He has delivered countless newscasts at our weekly meetings over the past 30+ years –
providing us with the current news followed by a joke for
the day. He has brought us into the new technology age
with all his work on our club website and regularly posts
pictures on our Facebook page to promote our club and
projects. In addition, he has helped with numerous service projects within our club and the community.
Rotary Club Ulysses: Our club will sponsor a full hole at
the Tigers in Action golf tournament this year. We will
also help fund the summer reading program at the library
to thank them for allowing us to use their meeting room
for our meetings.
Rotary Club Derby: On Letter Carriers Food Day (May
11) club members assisted the Derby Community Food
Pantry in loading trucks at the post office and unload the
trucks at the food pantry. We also helped sort and mark
all the donated and canned goods.
Rotary Club West Sedgwick Co Sunrise: Our club will
be helping build a
Habitat For Humanity
house this month.
Rotary Club Garden City: We sponsor a Grocery Grab each year and this
year the winning ticket was purchased
by member Dave Jones and donated
to Emmaus House, a local food pantry
and homeless shelter. Over $8000
was raised, which also allowed us to
give away 23, $100 gift cards to Dillon’s, leaving $6,000 for our scholarship program.
Rotary Club W Wichita: We
shopped for and delivered food to 4
families for Easter. The families were
very grateful and one little girl proudly
showed off the bookshelf she had previously received from our club!

-6-
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The Open World delegation of librarians were at
the RC East Wichita’s map
painting. President Anne
Schneider presented them
with club banners.
Read more about the delegates on page 5.

Condolences
Past District Governor
Herschel Betts passed
away on May 15. He
served as District 5670
Governor in the year
1986-1987.
The funeral was held
May 20, at the Oberlin
United Methodist Church.
Read the obituary here:
https://www.paulsfh.com/
obituaries/HerschelBenton-Betts?
obId=4414000#/
celebrationWall
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Rotary Club Colby: A Rotary
Mixer Event for prospective
members was held on Thursday,
April 11. Although it was a cold,
blustery evening, approximately
25 members and guests braved
the cold to enjoy hors d’oeuvres
and fellowship. Special thanks
to Club Membership Chair, Mike
Tubbs and his wife, Pat for hosting the mixer.

Rotary Club Old Town Wichita:
The Old Town Club has been enjoying their new home at
PourHouse ICT since February.
The RoboMasters FIRST®
LEGO® League (FLL) team gave
their innovative project award
presentation and answered questions about what they
learned. They thanked club members for their support of
the Kansas Youth Science & Technology Foundation and
the inaugural season of KS Central FLL.
Rotary Club W Sedgwick
Co. Sunrise: We had our
Spring Playscape clean-up
last Saturday. Steve Fischer
reported, “We were able to
provide a nice touch up paint
to both gazebos.” Our thanks
to the four from McConnell
and three Interact students
who helped, along with our
members: Dave Champley,
Pat Gallagher, Jesse
Schemm, Dan Birkle (and his
wife, Sherry), Connie Zienkewicz (and her grandkids),
Brent Dome (his son was one of the Interact students),
Becky Waldschmidt and Steve Fischer. Prior to the rededication (targeted in July) we will need to have another clean-up.
Rotary Club Colby: Club member Patrick
Toth recently returned from Kitale, Kenya
with a club trading banner for Colby Rotary’s ‘travel wall’. Guest program, Dr. Meghann Vanslager, Citizens Health Physical
Therapist, is pictured with Patrick.
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Rotary Club Ulysses: We are
sponsoring our Annual Scholarship Golf Tournament on June 1
and it’s not too late to join us! All
proceeds fund scholarships for
UHS students and graduates. For
more information contact Matt Schonlau 620-575-5146.

Rotary Club Washington: We had
a larger than usual audience when
Senator Jerry Moran visited our club
with an update on veterans,
healthcare, local banking and other
topics.
Rotary Club Old Town Wichita:
The Old Town Club held a potential
member event that included one
Assistant District Governor, two
Past District Governors, club members, and a number of people interested in learning more about Rotary International and
the Old Town Club specifically. While enjoying appetizers and a beer tasting, participants learned about different aspects of Rotary from AG Arlen Honts, PDG Rod
Kreie, PDG Geri Appel, and John Brewer (a charter Old
Town member) and chatted with club members. We’re
hoping to gain several new members from this event,
which may lead to more in the future.

Did You Know?
Wichita Rotary Women (WRW) is a
cross-club group formed about 10 years
ago to allow women from all area clubs to
network with each other. They meet once
a month on the first or second Wednesday for Happy Hour in various locations in Wichita. They
do NOT take attendance, but simply enjoy each other’s
company. Most contacts are through email where we
share information about job openings and searches as
well as information for the good of the group. They also
keep a central calendar of the local Rotary club programs.
If you not are a part of this group and would like to be,
email Gayle Goetz, ggoetz@wsutech.edu with your
name, club and preferred email address and she will add
you to the WRW list to receive emails.
This might be something YOUR city or town should do!
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District 5690

www.rotary5690.org
This is your newsletter!
Send your articles and
club information to:

PDG Geri Appel, Editor
Phone: 316-841-2592
Fax: 1-316-733-5077
appelg@kenlerman.com

2018-19 RI President
Barry Rassin
Bahamas

Districts 5670 and 5690 are having a
party to celebrate the beginning of our
new District 5680!

Polio Update @ 5/15/19
This year: Total wild polio cases for 2019: 22
Last year: Total wild polio cases in 2018: 33

Join us in Dodge City on June 29!
This will be a great way to meet
Rotarians from our new district and
share interesting anecdotes about our
old districts.

AFGHANISTAN: The total number of officially reported WPV1 cases in Afghanistan in 2019 is 7.
PAKISTAN: The total number of officially reported
WPV1 cases in Pakistan in 2019 is 15.

Do you have any interesting memorabilia or stories you would like to share?
If so, email me at
andrea.krauss@johnofarmer.com.

NIGERIA and THE LAKE CHAD BASIN:
No new cases of wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) since
21 August 2016.

Information & Registration Form
on next pages

More details at http://www.polioeradication.org

DISTRICT

5690

NEWS

-9-

WWW.ROTARY5690.ORG

May 2019

DISTRICT

Page 10

5690

NEWS

-10-

WWW.ROTARY5690.ORG

May 2019

DISTRICT

Page 11

5690

NEWS

-11-

WWW.ROTARY5690.ORG

