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and the memories of that week
still stay strong within me. It was
an amazing time, filled with wonder and inspiration, with programs from some of the best
presenters I've ever seen collected in one place.

Dear 5690 Rotarians,

The main motivational sessions
were in the morning, with the DGEs and
their spouses in attendance, and the presentations being simultaneously translated
live into 6 languages. I felt
like I was suddenly transported to a
United Nations
international
meeting. Attendees were encouraged to
wear the formal attire of their native country,
so the myriad of colorful clothing scattered
through the giant convention room gave the
events a truly international flavor. It was
impossible not to be really moved by the
worldwide impact of Rotary.

Imagine over 500 District Governors-elect
from over 200 countries, speaking every
conceivable language and from every imagThe rest of the days consisted of smaller
inable background, all united in one purpose: to make Rotary the best service and breakout sessions, all divided into hosting
DGEs who speak a common language.
civic organization on the planet.
Those were the sessions where we rolled
This was also my experience a year ago,
up our sleeves and got to work learning the
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Message from District Governor David Yoder (cont’d)
nuts and bolts of Rotary, dealing with matters we would or
could face as District Governors, and discussing together
ways to resolve these issues.
Every breakout session was not
only different in subject matter, but after each session we
all were moved into another room, with different DGEs in
that session. So no two were the same, and in each session I met different DGEs from differing countries. It sure
did keep things interesting and lively. In one session I
may be sitting with DGEs from Italy, the Netherlands, Canada, India, and Scotland, and in another I would be sitting
with other DGEs from the US, Germany, Croatia, Pakistan, and France. And so many more.
I remember one very interesting breakout session involving resolving conflict and dealing with cultural differences,
and sitting to my left was a Muslim DGE from Pakistan
and to my right a Jewish DGE from Israel. And we were
put together into a small breakout group, whereby the
three of us very calmly discussed our assigned problem
and worked out a solution to present to the rest of the
group. That really brought home to me how Rotary can
truly make a positive impact on world peace and conflict
resolution, when so many people from so many differing
and historically confrontational cultures can unite together
for the common good. And make a difference.
Rotary strongly believes in thorough training and preparation of its leadership, and recognizes the powerful impact
that spouses can have in the success of the District Governor, so much so that RI has a full training track specifically for spouses during the International Assembly, and
fully funds their attendance. And the invaluable assistance and support a motivated spouse can provide to a
District Governor cannot be overstated.

Every evening there was a formal
dinner and organized event, the
most popular one being the talent
night, where DGEs perform native dances or other programs
reflecting their country or cultural
identity. The other DGE's in our Zone banded together,
and all being geographically Midwestern or Western in the
US, we performed a passable version of "The CottonEyed Joe." And a great time was had by all.
Lori and I had an opportunity to meet
RI President-Elect Ravi and his wife,
and to join them in a small-group
lunch. And the number of Past RI
Presidents in the house was unbelievable. It seemed everywhere we
turned we ran into another one, and
each of them were the most gracious and helpful people you could
ask to meet. It was a nearly overwhelming experience.
And our DGE Dean and his lovely wife Cheryl have recently returned from this self-same experience, motivated
and inspired to carry the torch into the next Rotary year.
The International Assembly was the first event I attended
in Rotary that really brought home the worldwide power
and international flavor of Rotary, and made an impact
that will forever stay with me. It really showed me the truth
of our RI Theme for this year, of how we can all work together to “Be A Gift To The World.”

David Yoder
District Governor 2015-16
Rotary Club of Newton

Rotary members respond to Flint, Michigan, water crisis—Amy Krug, president of the
Rotary Club of Flint, Michigan wrote an article on how Rotary clubs have responded to the
crises and how clubs can continue support. The article contains interesting information your
editor hadn’t read or hear before. Read the blog here:
http://blog.rotary.org/2016/02/03/rotary-members-respond-to-flint-michigan-water-crisis/
#more-6288
Courtesy, “Rotary Voices,” an online Rotary Publication February 3, 2016
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NEWS - For 2016-2017 Club Leadership Team
DGE Dean Kennedy’s 2016-17 “Dream Team”
Incoming District Dean Kennedy has
returned from his week-long training in
San Diego at the International Assembly. Read about his experience on
page 4. Dean is fired up and preparing for his year as District Governor of
5690. Dean wrote to the incoming
club presidents the following:
Congratulations on your selection to be president of your
club for 2016-17. You are now part of the DREAM TEAM
for 2016-17. This is truly a great time to be a member of
Rotary and president of your club.

I love thoughts for the day and my favorite is “Nothing
Happens Unless the First Dream.” I hope that you will
have lots of dreams for this coming year leading your club.
At International Assembly 2016-17 RI President John
Germ announced the theme for the year—”Rotary Serving
Humanity”—and isn’t that exactly what we do not only in
our community, but also worldwide? I have therefore proclaimed that each of you are a member of the “Dream
Team” for 2016-17 serving humanity.
So welcome to the Dream Team! I look forward to helping
and working with you in 2016-17—a great time for Rotary
Serving Humanity!

Register for PETS (President-elect Training) NOW!
2016-17 Presidents: Your Presidents training will be March 31-April 2, 2016 at the Four Points Sheraton in Manhattan, Kansas.
Visit www.heartlandpets.org and get the information. Please register NOW. The Hotel Block Reservation Deadline
is March 1, 2016. Reserve now at the special Heartland PETS rate!
We will have a great time, starting on Thursday night with a Pub Crawl. We can only go up from there! Plan to come
and enjoy the learning and fun.

Mark Your Calendar for District Training Assembly
2016-17 Presidents, Secretaries, Committee Chairs and club members: District Training Assembly will be held
April 29-30 in Greensburg, Kansas. I am calling this “Return to Greensburg.” so we can enjoy the great example they
have shown after the tornado destroyed the town. Thank you to the Rotary Club of Greensburg for hosting this celebration. This meeting is designed for all Rotarians, especially those chairing committees in their clubs.

Mark Your Calendar for District Conference
Our annual District Conference will be in Winfield, October 14-15. We are planning a fun time and you never know
what we might do, so come join the fun! Our Rotary Foundation will celebrate its 100 year anniversary, so we will have
a birthday party for the Rotary Foundation along with great speakers, entertainment and fun.

RYLA May 25-May 28, 2016—Register Your Students Now
Have you recruited your students for RYLA camp yet? It is time to do so!
RYLA (Rotary Youth Leadership Awards) camp will be Wednesday, May 25 to Saturday,
May 28, 2016 at Southwestern College in Winfield, Kansas. The surprising theme for this
year is, Be A Gift to the World. All the forms to register your students can be found at
www.sckans.edu/leadership. Click “Service Outreach/Rotary Camp.” Be sure to register
early to assure a spot for your students. They will thank you for this great opportunity to be a gift to the world.
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Focus on Membership—New Member Welcome Kit
Adapted from Rotary Voices 1/28/16
Did you know that a New Member Welcome Kit is available at www.shop.rotary.org? The kit contains just a few
items, all of which are updated to reflect Rotary’s visual identity. The kit is intended to be supplemented with clubspecific materials that highlight club membership and its impact in the community.
A club using the kits also gives new members a printed photo roster of current members and a club brochure that they
designed using Rotary’s Brand Center. The roster allows new members to gain a better sense of who is in their club.
New members are encouraged to pass along the club brochure to prospective members in their personal or professional network. Read more here: http://blog.rotary.org/2016/01/28/surefire-ways-to-welcome-new-members/#more6244

2016-17 District Governor Dean Kennedy at International Assembly
Cheryl and I left Winfield to attend
the Rotary International Assembly in San Diego, California not
knowing what to expect or feel. We
knew it was a big deal but little did
we really know. When you place
540 District Governor-elects and
spouses from all over the world in
one place, you are going to have
the OVATION factor! This doesn’t even count the Rotary
trainers from all over the world pouring information into us
like salt into a salt shaker.
Rotary International President-elect John Germ made the
announcement early of his theme, “Rotary Serving Humanity”. What a great theme since that is exactly what we
saw and heard about the entire week! Each program and
training session seemed to add to the feeling that we belong to the BEST organization in the world that is doing
GOOD in the world or Rotary Serving Humanity.
The presentations on Polio were very emotional to me
since my Mother-in-law and sister both had Polio.
Granted, we haven’t seen any cases in the United States
since the 1950’s but it is a very real disease in the 2 remaining countries of Pakistan and Afghanistan. Rotari-

ans, it is a truly great time to be a Rotarian since in the
next 5 years or less we will see an end to Polio, thanks to
Rotary and the many dedicated volunteers!
We had many very moving sessions but the breakout sessions that the DGE’s were asked to share their Rotary moment drew lots of tears from all of us. We have some
pretty awesome Rotarians doing some even more awesome projects. I know in our District we do some awesome projects but in most cases it is not risking our lives
to do them. This was a very humbling time in listening to
those from other lands.
I now understand why the DGE’s come home after Rotary
International Assembly so supercharged with Rotary. I
thank District 5690 for giving Cheryl and me this lifechanging experience and ask your indulgence if I seem
overly Rotary. With all of your help, we look forward to
2016-2017 with Rotary Serving Humanity.

Editors Note: District Governorelect Dean Kennedy will assume
the role as D5690 District Governor on July 1, 2016.

Read about being a great follower in a room of leaders in The Rotarian
When everyone in the room is a leader, whose job is it to follow? Read the article in the March issue of The
Rotarian by essayist Steve Almond who says great leaders on great followers—and YOU can be both. Or click
on this link to read the article online.
https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/news-media/best-supporting-role
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Effective Delegation & Engagement
Author Donna Genett, in an
article Mastering Delegation
Executive Excellence, April
2003) identifies three rules
for effective delegation:

Did you Know?
 Refugees make their way across Europe, terrorist attacks dominate headlines, and war
rages on in Syria. Rotary’s response to conflict
is the Rotary Peace Centers. Peace fellows
are already working on the front lines of the
current crisis. In the February issue of The
Rotarian, learn how investing in the peace fellowships pays lasting dividends.

1. Allow plenty of time to discuss the project and encourage questions.
2. Be specific
3. Create checkpoints with your delegate
As we begin to prepare for the new Rotary year, we
have a couple of opportunities for planning and putting
the right person on the right seat on the Rotary Bus.
PETS offers us the opportunity to think deeply about
the impact Rotary makes in our community, how to
improve our programs of service and networking, and
for incoming Presidents to explore their Club and personal goals to ensure alignment. Shortly thereafter,
we have the District Assembly, a truly working meeting
of Club officers and members coming together to have
fun, learn from each other and to specifics to the goals
thought of and developed during PETS. Finally, we
have the fall District Conference, a time for all Rotarians to gather to celebrate and network; as well as
learn from Rotary leaders.



Did you know you can read The Rotarian
online? https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/
news-media/magazines/rotarian contains more
stories about our Rotary Peace Fellows.

Courtesy, “Rotary Voices,” an online Rotary Publication
January 29, 2016

Engagement is the key. It might be helpful to analyze
your club’s membership to see where members fall on
the five levels of being engaged:
I’m not engaged, I’m somewhat engaged, I’m engaged, I’m very engaged and I’m extremely engaged.
We encourage you to first define the above stages for
your club. Second, identify what your club’s expectations are for engagement. Finally, decide if changing
your expectations will help to increase engagement.
Begin with individual members’ engagement, for a rising tide raises all boats. Then as the engagement improves, use effective delegation to move specific members to levels of unexpected leadership.
Rotary is our opportunity to give back, while receiving
business and personal connections that will last a lifetime. Let’s capitalize on this opportunity.

Column submitted by Fred Heismeyer,
District 5690 Trainer

DISTRICT

5690

NEWS

WWW.ROTARY5690.ORG

February 2016

Page 6

RITE Teachers from Panama and Argentina
Inbound Rotary Intercountry Teachers from Panama and Argentina have been
visiting schools of types (public, private, vocational, etc.) the past 4 weeks. Home
hosted by Wichita-area Rotarians, they have visited each host club to thank their
hosts and to share their learning experiences while in the U.S. and Wichita.
Shelli Kadel (West Wichita) and Dalia Hale (W. Sedgwick County Sunrise) coordinate the program which includes an exchange of Kansas teachers to Panama and
Argentina during the summer months.

RITE Teachers with Sunrise president Joel and RITE organizers
Dalia Hale and Shelli Kadel

And now, meet our inbound RITE Teachers from Panama and Argentina
Marcela Sánchez Negrette
Buenos Aires, Argentina
Marcela works as a teacher of English as a
Foreign Language at two public primary
schools since 2004. She believes that
every approach to learning has positive
aspects to benefit her students. Besides, each student has a
unique style, so variety helps everyone. In 2007 Marcela
spent six months working in Dublin, Ireland. During the same
year she visited Spain, Italy, Germany, Belgium, France, Poland, Czech Republic and Great Britain spending a few days
in each destination. Between 2009 and 2015 she has spent
part of her summer holidays in Brazil, Chile, Uruguay, and
Colombia. Marcela hopes to learn new techniques, see new
materials and approaches, visit US schools and appreciate
how languages are learned in a different country. She hopes
to share knowledge learned with students and colleagues in
Buenos Aires. She speaks and writes Brazilian Portuguese.
Sara Soria—Buenos Aires, Argentina
Sara is a teacher of English and has taught
students in grades 3 through 6th as well as
secondary students since 2007. Sara sought
the RITE opportunity to learn about the US
culture and the new people she will meet. She
expects to improve her speaking skills as well.
She plans to share what she learns with her students and her
colleagues. She hopes to share her personal experiences
with her students through narration of her personal knowledge. Sara is also working to complete her third year in her
course of studies to become an official translator. This is a
rigorous accomplishment. Sara has also studied French and
has traveled to Brazil.

and working with the English language. She hopes to acquire
new knowledge teaching techniques and learn new strategies
for teaching English as a second or foreign language. Dallys
is married and has a one year old daughter, Amy. She has
traveled to Costa Rica and El Salvador.
Damaris Serrano
Boquete, Chiriquí, Panamá
Damaris has taught at all of the grade levels as well as adults since 2000. She sees
the RITE program as an opportunity to get
to know the US American way of living and
teaching in order to enhance her own
teaching. She also plans to share her Panamanian way of
living and teaching so US students and teachers can learn
about Panama as well. She plans to grow professionally
through new techniques, methodologies, strategies, and activities to be applied in the classroom so, students can learn
more English and becoming motivated. Damaris is married
and has four children in their 20s. She has traveled to Costa
Rica. She enjoys her family and her pets.

Yanina Cairo
Buenos Aires, Argentina
Yanina began her teaching career in
2002 by delivering English lessons at a
primary level in an English Department.
She has also worked at secondary
schools teaching English in different career orientations: Management and Administration, Nature
and Science and Physical Education. She also taught technical English in a Technical School where students get a professional degree. She still continues working with adults as
well as primary grades. She continues to grow in her profession by planning to achieve a practical comprehension of the
Dallys Castrellón
language. She believes her experiences as a RITE teacher
David, Chiriquí, Panamá
Dallys has been teaching at the elementary will help her grow academically and personally so she can
level (K-6) since 2010. She is excited to be share her knowledge with students and colleagues. She is
a part of the RITE program so that her
excited to cultivate new friendships. Yanina has traveled to
English language and US knowledge are
Colombia, Brazil, Uruguay and Panama.
increased. She truly believes that her experiences will benefit
her students and colleagues as well. She enjoys teaching
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Rotary Club W. Wichita : The
David Weber Extra Effort Awards
for January were presented to students from Lawrence Elementary.

Rotary Club El Dorado:
Abby Staats is the El Dorado
High School Student of the
Month and Junior Rotarian for
February. Each month the
Junior Rotarian attends the
Rotary Club E. Wichita: Juston White of weekly Rotary meetings and
the Boys & Girls club thanked us for our
gives a report on all the happenings at the high school.
contribution. He reported that there are
Rotary members don’t remember for sure how long the
two locations in Wichita for those 6-18
program has been going on but it goes back to at least the
years old. The club serves 200 kids daily
1980s. At the end of the school year one of the Junior
and around 1,00 per year during the school Rotarians is selected to receive the Clifford Stone Memoyear and summer.
rial Scholarship to further their post-secondary education.

Rotary Club E. Wichita: Kim Pennington of the Wichita Children’s
Home also thanked us for our contribution. The Children’s Home offers
the only emergency, temporary residential shelter for children in our
community. They have partnered
with Wichita Center for the Arts to
help children share their feelings
through art.

Rotary Club Hutchinson: We have a new website! Visit
us at www.hutchrotary.org and get to know us!

Kim Pennington with
Katy Dorrah of the
Wichita Center for
the Arts

Rotary Club Wichita DT:
We kicked off February with
a rare business Fireside
meeting. Seats were assigned randomly to mix up
the group and the meeting
ended with a 10-minute brainstorming session on club
growth. There were even door prizes!
Rotary Club Rotary Club of W.
Wichita: We delivered the bookshelves we built last year to Lawrence and Benton Elementary The
Cat in the Hat (Shelli Kadel) added
fun to the deliveries!

Your Club News and Photos
SHOULD be here!

Send your club news to newsletter editor
Geri Appel at appelg@kenlerman.com

District awards are partially based on your
contributions to this newsletter.

Time does not allow searching the web or Facebook for news about your club.
You must send news and photos via email or
newsletter. Thanks!

Rotary Club W. Wichita : A
“Thank You” letter was presented to our club on behalf of
Lawrence and Kensler Elementary Schools for our involvement at both schools.
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Now receiving Applications for the 2017-18 Rotary
Peace Fellowship

Entering TRF Goals in Rotary Club Central
just got easier

The 2017-18 Rotary Peace Fellowship application is now
available. The deadline for candidates to submit
applications to the district is May 31, 2016. If endorsed by
our district, final applications will be send to The Rotary
Foundation by July 1. Click here for more information on
this fully funded opportunity.

The Annual Fund Goal reporting has been simplified! Now,
fundraising goals can be submitted as a lump sum goal. A
simple “how to” guide is attached at the end of this
newsletter. If you haven’t already entered your Rotary
Foundation goal for this year—and to enter your goal for
next year, do it today! It’s so easy now!

The Rotary Foundation Turns 100 in 2016-17!
Our Foundation stands at the forefront of humanitarian
service, having supported thousands of projects to provide
clean water, fight disease, promote peace and provide
basic education—as well as the historic project dedicated
to eradicating polio worldwide. Stay tuned for much more
about how YOUR club can help celebrate the 100th
Anniversary of The Rotary Foundation!

Rotary Peace Centers—Developing Tomorrow’s Leaders
In support of Rotary's commitment to making peace possible, in 2002, The Rotary Foundation partnered with top
universities around the world to establish The Rotary
Peace Centers. The Rotary Peace Centers program identifies highly qualified professionals and, through academic
training and practical field work, prepares them to address
the root causes of conflict.

One Rotary Peace Fellows working to prevent conflict and
build understanding is Rotary Peace Centers alum Kevin
Melton. Kevin graduated from the University of Queensland and went on to work at renowned institutions including USAID and NATO. He has since joined fellow Peace
Centers alum Cameron Chisholm at the International
Peace and Security Institute (IPSI). At IPSI, Kevin and
Cameron promote feasible and effective solutions to violence and instability in areas affected by extremism.

Since the program's inception, more than 930 Rotary
Peace Fellows have earned a Master's Degree or Certificate in the field of peace and conflict resolution. These
To learn more about the Rotary Peace Centers and how
leaders go on to professional careers in leading NGOs,
you can support tomorrow's leaders, please visit
government agencies, universities and other global institu- www.rotary.org/peace-fellowships.
tions where they work to create peace and cooperation in
Source: The Rotary Foundation Planned Giving e-newsletter
their communities and abroad.
February 2, 2016

Rotary Peace Fellow Naing Ko Ko (University of Queensland 2011-13) shares his personal testimony of forgiveness after having been arrested and tortured for two months in a Burmese, now
Myanmar, interrogation camp for his involvement in student protests for democracy, human rights,
and social justice. Read more here:
https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/news-media/what-its-go-jail-your-beliefs-and-forgive-your-captors

Source: The Rotary Peace Centers e-newsletter February 3, 2016
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District 5690
www.rotary5690.org
This is your newsletter!
Send your articles and
club information to:
PDG Geri Appel, Editor
Phone: 316-733-7030
Fax: 316-733-5077
appelg@kenlerman.com

2015-2016 RI Theme
K R (Ravi) Ravindran
Sri Lanka
Rotary International
Convention
May 28-June 1, 2016
Seoul Korea

What Paul Harris Said

Please send your club news & photos to:
PDG Geri Appel, Newsletter Editor
appelg@kenlerman.com
Deadline: 15th of each month
Via email only, please (or your club bulletin)
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How to enter Rotary Foundation Goals online
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