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MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

District 5690 News 

Message from District Governor 

Dean Kennedy 
Dear 5690 Rotarians, 

Wow!   Time flies when you are 
having fun.  First of all a BIG 
thank you for the great hospitality 
at my District Governor visits so 
far.  The visits will continue 
throughout August and Septem-
ber.  One thing is perfectly clear 
that Rotary is alive and well in District 5690.  
We already have clubs that are exploring 
corporate or associate memberships.  Oth-
ers are trying clubs meetings at different 
times.  The projects and devotion to Rotary 
and community are unequaled at each visit.  
Each club is very different but dedication to 
Doing Good in this World is always there.   

I have heard some Rotary Moments that 
bring tears to your eyes and then a smile to 
your mouth.  Make sure and do your Rotary 
Moment and send to Geri for the newsletter.  
Also keep sending in the articles for Service 
Above Self Corner.  I have given you all 
permission to brag about other Rotarians 
and your Club so let’s hear from you.  It isn’t 
really bragging if it is the truth per the 4-Way 
Test. 

Have you made your plans yet to have a 
Birthday party for the Rotary Foundation this 
year?  It is time to plan the party.  I have a 
huge dream that every Rotarian in the Dis-

trict will contribute $26.50 more 
than last year in honor of the 
100th birthday.  That first gift of 
$26.50 made 100 years ago 
would have a value today of over 
$500.  This dream means that 
every Rotarian in the District 
would contribute to the Founda-

tion with their own funds or through a fund-
raiser with the club which has NEVER hap-
pened in District 5690.  The Dream Team 
can make this happen.  Remember, first the 
dream and then the action. 

District Conference will be held in Winfield 
on October 14 and 15.  It will start Friday 
evening and end Saturday night.  The regis-
tration materials are available and NOW is 
the time to register.  The planning commit-
tee has a super conference schedule set up 
at a very reasonable price.    Please note, 
WE HAVE A FANTASTIC PARTNERS 
PROGRAM.   Our partners are a major part 
of Rotary and we want them to attend Dis-
trict Conference.  Rotarians will also have 
time to discuss the council on Legislation 
changes and what different clubs are doing 
about it.  The results from our District survey 
of the clubs will be reviewed and discussed.  
The District Strategic planning will continue 
at District conference but we need your con-

August 24—11:00 a.m. 
Membership Webinar 
See pg. 2 for details 

Oct 14-15, 2016 
District Conference 
Winfield, KS 

Oct 27-30, 2016 
Zone Institute 
Salt Lake City, UT 

Oct 28-30, 2016 
Young Professionals Summit 
Salt Lake City, UT 

Oct 24, 2016 
World Polio Day 
 

June 10-14, 2017 
Rotary Intl. Convention 
Atlanta, Georgia USA 
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Message from District Governor Dean Kennedy (cont’d) 

tinued input.   

During the District Governor visits I am always open to 
your ideas.  One idea was to share information on really 
good programs.  If you have a really good program com-
pleted or coming, let your Assistant District Governor,  
Kevin Geraci, and Geri Appel know.  The ADG can then 
alert the other clubs in that area and the other ADG’s.  It 
may be possible that another Rotary Club can schedule 
them too. This is part of working smarter and not harder by 

sharing information.  In some cases it might work out to 
have a joint meeting of clubs with a really great speaker 
that individually you couldn’t schedule. 

Thanks to each of you for your dedication to Rotary.  Keep 
those Dreams coming. 

Dean Kennedy 
District Governor 2016-17  
Rotary Club of Winfield 

Revitalize your club—Join us for a webinar, Revitalize and Rethink Your Rotary Club:  Crafting Your Member Experi-
ence, on Wednesday, August 24 at 11:00 Chicago time, in honor of Membership and New Club Development Month.  
We’ll explore way your club can enhance meetings and revitalize your members’ experiences and share examples of 
what some clubs are doing with the new flexibility granted by the recent Council on Legislation. 

Join District Governor Haresh Ramchandana (District 7020) to learn ways your club can create an engaging and re-
warding member experience you will want to share with others.  Many clubs are already embracing new rules and 
flexibility for their members and NOW is the perfect time to revitalize and rethink your Rotary Club and breathe new life 
into your club’s membership! 

Register for the webinar here: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3443778546097899780 

Source:  Rotary Weekly, August 5, 2016 

Membership Webinar—August 24—11:00 a.m. 

August is Membership Month—Thank you! 
August is Membership and New Club Development Month, and we can’t thank 
you enough for all you do. This is the perfect time to celebrate your commit-
ment and to share your passion for Rotary. 

At your next club meeting, show RI President John F. Germ’s membership 
video. We also have other resources to help you reach prospective members, 
welcome new members, and engage current members. 

District and club leaders can identify prospective members and help them get involved in Rotary. Our new bro-
chure, Impact Begins With You, is available in 13 regionalized versions to help clubs introduce prospective members 
to Rotary. And here’s a special perk: During August, we’re taking 20 percent off the brochure’s price (restrictions ap-
ply).  
   
The transition from prospective to active members is important. New members are usually enthusiastic about joining 
Rotary, as well as curious about the member experience. Feed that energy by giving them the New Member Welcome 
Kit, assigning them a mentor, and introducing them to other club members. Find more tips in Introducing New Mem-
bers to Rotary: An Orientation Guide. 

And remember that engaging current members is as important for healthy membership growth as attracting new ones. 
Consider conducting a Rotary Club Health Check, which lets club leaders pinpoint opportunities for growth and pre-
scribes resources to help address problem areas. Then, use Membership Assessment Tools to help you enhance your 
club’s membership experience. Also, develop a long-term strategy for Strengthening Your Membership. 

Are you aware that you can use membership reports to identify your club’s trends? Learn about these reports 
with Understanding Membership Reports: Getting Started.                                                                  Continued on pg. 3 
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District Governor Dean Kennedy, District Conference Chair Lucy Herlocker Freeman, and the Rotary Club of Winfield 
invite you to attend the annual D5690 District Conference to be held in Winfield October 14 – 15, 2016 at the Winfield 
Community Center/Baden Square, 700 Gary Street. An informational flyer and registration form are part of this news-
letter. 
 
Recently named the Stone Bridge Capital of Kansas, Cowley County has numerous historical stone bridges. This 
year’s conference theme of “Bridges to Serving Humanity” combines the pride of those stone bridges and the 2016-
2017 Rotary theme of “Rotary Serving Humanity.”  Conference Registration of only $75 is the lowest in many years in 
our district.  Added, there is a fun and entertaining spouse/guest option.  Friday evening will entice you to try your hand 
at painting a stone bridge or show off your putting skills to benefit The Rotary Foundation.  Saturday evening will focus 
on another Winfield strength.....music.  The KBA Treblemakers are young, talented musicians who will amaze! 
 
District Conferences are a great way to energize your Rotary spirit by listening to inspiring speakers, engaging in 
thought-provoking panel discussions/breakouts, and visiting with Rotary friends.  Come to Winfield October 14 & 15 
and take a few minutes to register now! 
 
If you have any questions regarding the conference, please feel free to contact Conference Chair Lucy Herlocker Free-
man at 620-229-0205 or lucyherlocker@gmail.com or Rotary Club of Winfield President Bradley Gamber at 316-650-
9364 or gamberb@gmail.com.  

Plan to Attend District Conference October 14-15, 2016 

Young Professionals Summit 
Rotarians 40 and younger don't 
forget to register for the Rotary 
YP Summit--it's only $50. The 
Summit will be held in conjunc-
tion with Rotary Zone Institute 
in beautiful Salt Lake City, 
Utah over the October 28-30 
weekend. In addition to connect-

ing, learning and serving together, we'll have plenty of options 
for fun. Deadline to apply is September 5th! Some travel and 
lodging assistance is available. For more information and to 
register, please visit: www.slcyoungprofessionalsummit.com/ 

August is Membership Month (continued) 

Finally, show your Rotarian pride by buying a Proud Member 
window cling and display a Proud Member graphic  on your 
social media page. 

Source:  Rotary Membership Minute, August 16, 2016 
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Leslie Bissell, 2016-17 President  
Rotary Club of Liberal  

My first introduction to Rotary was through my employer.  
When I interviewed at the agency, I was informed that, 
should I ever become executive director, I would be ex-
pected to join Rotary as had many of the executive direc-
tors before me.   Every Tuesday at 11:55 sharp I would 
hear my boss would say, “Time for Rotary” and watch him 
head out the door for lunch.  When he resigned from the 
agency, it was now my turn to join Rotary.  

Perhaps like many of you, my initial impressions of Rotary 
were of a group of aging men, singing songs, and having 
lunch at the club.  As the months passed, I wondered how 
I even fit in.  Then last year the theme “Be a Gift to the 
World” hit home for me.  I am not in any way a male senior 
citizen who owns his own business – on the contrary, I am 
a female 40-something who runs a non-profit agency. 

In my day to day interactions with members of my commu-
nity, I began to realize that my gift to the world was 
unique.  I have the training and position to be able to see 
the very real needs of our community.  I have access to 
leaders in our schools, college, and the community at 
large.  I also have access to the largest humanitarian or-
ganization in the world.  Most importantly, I am a member 
of a club committed to service here in Liberal, KS.  

One day I was listening to school personnel share their 
ever growing concerns about the risk of suicide for our 
teens and young adults.  My heart broke, knowing that 
resources to address this issue are scarce for both 
schools and mental health professionals.  Later that after-
noon, I began to wonder if my club could apply for a dis-
trict grant to help bring education and resources to those 
who need it.  With the support of the Liberal Rotary Club, 
we were able to bring suicide prevention training to our 
community last year.  When I asked school personnel if 
and how they would be able to be involved, I could hear 
the sigh of relief – someone had heard them and was re-
sponding with resources.   

In that moment, I became a Rotarian – I could see how I 
could do good in the world by being just who I am. Since 
then we have trained at least 120 teachers, first respond-
ers, and other community partners about the risk of teen 
suicide.  I am also happy to say that my club has decided 
to continue the efforts to make Liberal a suicide safer 
community in 2016-2017 by extending our efforts to in-
crease suicide prevention for our veterans. 

Today I am proud to be a Rotarian, because I know it 
makes a difference not only in southwest Kansas, but 
around the world. 

My Rotary Moment 

DG Dean Kennedy has asked his “Dream Team” presidents to share their Rotary Moment with their 
clubs during his visit.  We are pleased to share these in the newsletter  

if the presidents will send a copy to either Dean or Geri Appel.   

Rotary at the Kansas State Fair 

The Kansas State Fair is just around the cor-
ner and for the 3rd year, Rotary will have a 
presence there! This year, our district is part-
nering with neighboring districts 5670 and 
5710 on our booth. 

In an attempt to create a more engaging pres-
ence at the Fair, we've developed creative 
graphics and a more interactive display 
(thanks Bill Gardner Design!) to deliver the 
following messages: 

1. Build awareness of all the Rotary clubs in 
Kansas 

2. Link visitors to Rotarians in their respective 
towns 

3. Describe what Rotary does in local com-
munities  

4. Show how Rotary service helps with  
       worldwide challenges 

The booth will include placards with the 
names of members from each Rotary club 
across the state so that visitors can see who 
is involved in Rotary in their local communi-
ties. Individual club projects can be high-
lighted as well. Contact Jade Piros de Car-
valho at jadepiros@gmail.com to showcase 
your project in the booth. 

The Hutchinson Club is coordinating efforts 
to staff the booth for our district. Voluteers 
will receive two free entrance tickets and a 
Rotary tshirt! Please contact Holly Thomas at 
hollyt@ihs-housing.org or Lori Webb at 
lori@feeinsurance.com to volunteer. 
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As we settle in to our new leadership roles in our clubs 
and in the district, we can’t help but think; “How can we 
better.”  One philosophy that may help us in Rotary, 
started in a fish market in Seattle, Washington.  The Pike 
Fish Market made a commitment to be better, but how?  
The same question that Rotarians are asking themselves.  
The market’s team came up with a four-part philosophy 
and it caught on and is now used in thousands of organi-
zations globally. 

MAKE THEIR DAY – 
Make their day is taking 
that little extra step you 
don’t usually take, and it’s 
especially satisfying when 
people don’t expect it or 

when they need it most. 

PLAY – No matter where 
you are, there are ways of 
playing – laughing, joking, 
smiling, singing, high-
fiving fellow Rotarian or 
simply looking at situa-
tions with an easy demeanor.  You don’t need to (as the 
Pike Fish Market workers do) throw fish. 

CHOOSE YOUR ATTITUDE -  Invent a approach to life – 
an attitude – that inspires you.  Take it into life with you 

every day.  You can 
choose to live more joy-
fully, responsibly and 
wholeheartedly.  And the 
next day you can choose 
again.   An the next day 

after that, and the day after that…  Each day brings many 
opportunities to make choices about your work life, your 
personal life and your life as a Rotarian, the first of which 
is your choice of attitude. 

MAKE THEIR DAY – If you want to make someone’s day, 
find someone that you wouldn’t normally interact with and 
offer to help with anything he or she needs. 

BE THERE – Being there 
requires you to let your 
guard down and experience 
the openness of an authen-
tic or even difficult conver-
sations.  But the relation-
ship that can come from such conversations is well worth 
the risk. 

While this simple philosophy seems like second nature to 
some of us, it will take a little commitment, work and con-
tinuous practice to create this culture in our clubs and 
around the district.  This is where your leadership comes 
into action.  Start with yourself.  Reach out to your board 
with this philosophy.  Make this part of your club’s meet-
ings.  Most important – dedicate yourself to making Rotary 
the best organization for women and men of your commu-
nity; the one they want to associate with, the one that is 
known for excellent service and the one that positively 
changes your community and our world. 

 

NOTE:  There are books written about this philosophy, 
FISH is found on YouTube, Google “FISH” and you will 
find many links – all of which will be helpful for your culture 
building in your club and in your professional life. 

Column submitted by Fred Heismeyer, 
District 5690 Trainer 

FISH 
A philosophy Rotarians can live by 

Celebrate World Polio Day 
Rotary’s fourth World Polio Day celebration, October 24, 2016 will highlight extraordinary progress in the eradication 
campaign and emphasize the work that remains before we wipe out the virus for good.  Download the World Polio Day 
toolkit for information and resources for planning your own World Polio Day event.  Register your event for a chance to 
be recognized in Atlanta, or to be featured on Rotary’s website and social media pages. 

Source:  Young Leaders in Action Newsletter,  
Rotary International 
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Rotary Club E. Wichita:  Rtn. 
Kevin Rathert introduced Taryn 
Powers, a George Fahnestock 
Scholarship (club) recipient in 
2014. 

Rotary Club Andover:  Our club has teamed up Andover 
YMCA, Academy Sports and APAC Wichita to add a bas-
ketball court to the backyard of the SCARF home in Ando-
ver.  This project will provide children of all ages served by 
SCARF a much needed outdoor activity during their stay 
while maintaining a safe and secure environment.  Visit 
www.scarfks.org for more info. 

Rotary Club E. Wichita:  Our club members contributed 
$1,000 to purchase lunches for “Filling the Gap,” a pro-
gram that serves low-income children in Wichita. 

Rotary Club :Newton  Short term 
inbound from Orleans France Elsa 
Menindez and short term out-
bound Logan Treaster from New-
ton Kansas attend Newton Rotary 
Club and get to meet Senator 
Jerry Moran. 

Rotary Club E. Wichita:  We 
have been recognizing and hear-
ing from our EWR scholarship 
recipients this summer.   

Rotary Club Andover:  Mem-
bers of the club participated in a 
work day to help upgrade the 
facilities of the Sunlight Chil-
dren’s Advocacy and Rights 
Foundation, a Children’s Home 

east of Andover.  We are helping to erect an iron fence 
that will surround the facility. 

Rotary Club :Ulysses  We were 
pleased to welcome DG dean 
Kennedy to our meeting.  We’ll 
also be serving as Cookie Mar-
shalls at the Fairy Tale Fair this 
year. 

 

 

 

 

Rotary Club W. Wichita: 
Volunteers from Rolph 
Literacy Academy as-
sisted Rotarians in paint-
ing a map at the Funda-
mental Learning Center.  

 

 

Rotary Club W Sedgwick Co. 
Sunrise:  Our RITE teachers, Syd-
ney Roy, Dalia Hale and Monica 
Heide presented at our club early 
this month. 

Rotary Club Ulysses:  Our 
club has been selling deli-
cious Colorado western slope 
peaches.  Photo of our booth. 

 

Rotary Club Newton:  Our club 
has been selling peaches this 
month, too!  Peach sales through 
Newton go toward providing 3rd 
grade dictionaries to every 3rd 
grader in Harvey County schools. 

Rotary Club W Sedgwick Co. 
Sunrise:  Friday, September 
30, we are having a Food 
Truck Rally at our Playscape in 
Sedgwick County Park to cre-
ate awareness and raise funds 

for our new phase of development there! 

Rotary Club Wichita:  
Members and volunteers 
supported Wichita’s Fu-
ture All American Basket-
ball Camp at Next Level 
Hoops Academy. 

Rotary Club E Wich-
ita:  RYLA Scholarship 
recipients pose with 
surprise guest and fel-
low Rotarian U.S. 
Senator Jerry Moran. 

Students:  Dylan Vance, Chris Burrell, Cameron Vance 
and club president Fred Heismeyer are also shown. 

The Wichita Rotary 
Women’s Group 

“escaped”! 
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Rotary Club Kins-
ley:  One of our 
members found an 
old paper from Feb. 
12, 1987.  An article 
about the RC Kins-
ley celebration its 
50th anniversary 
and photos were 

included.  Twenty-nine years later, Bob Weidenheimer, Al 
Frame and Marty Gleason are the only members left out 
of that group! 

Rotary Club Newton:  We held a satellite club meeting at 
a member’s business.  This initiative is to allow members 
who have difficulty attending our evening meeting an op-
portunity to stay connected with the club and activities. 

Rotary Club E Wichita:  Our club and its foundation got a 
“shout out” on KAKE TV Good Morning Kansas recently.. 
View the video here.  We have donated more than 
$200,000 in scholarships since 1996! 

Rotary Club Hutchinson:  At 
the Aug. 15 meeting, we wel-
comed Ks. Secretary of Agri-
culture Jackie McClaskey as 
our speaker and awarded 
Paul Harris Fellowships to 3 
long-term embers of our club.  Dave Kerr, Earl McVicker 
and Russ Reinert were recognized. 

Rotary Club E Wichita:  We received a thank you note 
thanking us for our contribution drive to benefit “Filling the 
Gap Lunches” for Partners For Wichita.  It read:  Thank 
you so much!  It means a lot for those hungry kids.  Their 
families are dealing with an extra week of vacation this 
year—and trying to meet family needs.  The help of you 
and your Rotary friends make a difference.—Pastor Sally 
Fahrenthold, Samaritan Community 

 

Rotary New Generations 

Newton New Generations Service Exchange participant Wendy Gong at work with 
her nursing NGSE in Taipei, Taiwan.  Wendy is no stranger to Rotary.  She attended 
RYLA as a high school sophomore and returned to start her Newton High School 
Interact Club.  She was a recipient of the Newton Rotary Club Scholarship program 
and here she is again, taking advantage of another Rotary program in another coun-
try. 

Rotary doesn't have to be just meals and programs - The NGSE program is open to any Rotary Club 
that wants to sponsor an exchange that will change the life of young adult from the age of 18-25.   

Club presidents—find a club member that you can light a fire under and get started doing exchanges!  You will not be-
lieve how large a spark this might ignite in your club! 

For more information - Google "Rotary International New Generations Service Exchange (NGSE)" then call Rod Kreie 
at 620-353-8415.  

Club presidents—find the right person—It only takes a spark! 

Thanks to PDG Rod Kreie for this story 
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District 5690  

 

 

 

 
www.rotary5690.org 

 
This is your newsletter! 

Send your articles and  
club information to: 

 
PDG Geri Appel, Editor 
Phone: 316-733-7030 

Fax: 316-733-5077 
appelg@kenlerman.com 

 

2016-2017 RI Theme 
John Germ 

Tennessee USA 
Our Greatest Gift to Future Generations 

By Ann Lee Hussey, a member of the Rotary Club of Portland Sunrise, Maine 

Polio can affect children anywhere. The poliovirus doesn't discriminate based on 
geography, skin color, or religion. If we don’t eradicate polio now, the world could 

see cases rebound to 200,000 new cases 
every year, within 10 years. 
I’ve participated in 27 immunization cam-
paigns, leading 23, throughout Africa and 
Asia, not because I’m a polio survivor, but 
because I believe polio eradication will be 
one of our greatest gifts to future genera-
tions. 

People sometimes talk about how much money we can save if we eradicate polio. 
It’s reported that we could save $40 billion to $50 billion over the next 20 years if 
we eradicate the disease soon, and the economic impact on families and commu-
nities that are affected by polio is staggering.    Read more . . . 
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